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cal bases of communicative approaches to second language teaching and testing.

Report on Chinese Teaching and Learning in
San Antonio, Texas USA

ZHENG Cui & LI Ying
(School of Tnternational Exchanges, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014 China;

Department of Bicultural and Bilingual Studies, College of Education and Human Development,

University of Texas at San Antonio, San Antonio 78249, Texas USA)

Abstract : This paper seeks to explore the current situation of Chinese as a Foreign Language teaching and
learning in a southern American city, San Antonio, Texas, U.S. A. Drawing on interviews, question-
naires , in — class observations, this qualitative research investigated the undergraduate Chinese classes in
the University of Texas at San Antonio ( UTSA) , the Confucius classrooms at Northwest Vista College and
San Antonio College, Sunday Chinese school held by Confucius Institute at UTSA, and a local church
Chinese school. The situation of local Chinese teachers, students, textbooks, in — class teaching and or-
ganization, language evaluation and assessment has been touched through the analysis. The study found
several aspects in Chinese teaching and learning in San Antonio need to be further discussed and ex-
plored, such as the special training for the qualified local Chinese teachers, the variety and localization of
Chinese textbooks, the cooperation between local Chinese community schools and Confucius Institute pro-
grams, the use of English as a media language in the Chinese classroom, the application and preparation
of AP Chinese Language and Culture Test.

Key words : Chinese teaching and learning in San Antonio; Confucius Institute; classroom teaching; as-

sessment
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