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Matdarin Classroom| Materials for Malay-speaking
Students—}A Case in UNIMAS

LAM Kai §hee & HOE Foo Terng
(Centre for Languagg Studies, Universiti Malaysia Parawak , Sarawak 94300, Malaysia; Academy of Language Studies,
Universiti Teknologi MAR4 Malaysia, Pulau Pinang 13500, Malaysia)

Abstract ;: The elefhentary Mandarin class (1fvel 1) of Universiti Malaysia Sarawak ( UNIMAS) targets at

students who are fero beginners with Mala§ as their mother tongue. The course objective is to help
students develop tHeir oral communicative skfjls besides providing them a platform in learning the Chinese
culture. Level 1 textbook comprises of basicunits namely greetings, numbers, time, daily expressions,
self — introduction, food and drinks, commof classifiers and shopping. With specially — tailored curricu-
lum and localization in mind, neither books ffom China nor Malaysia can be utilized without modification.
Efforts on localization can be seen in the vocabularies used ( place names, objects, race, food, expres-
sions) and cultural component. It has been found that these vocabularies have not only increased
students’ interest but also improved their performance. The grammatical aspects covered in the textbook
can be seen obviously target at the learners. Also listing out several common students errors and discusses
how they are dealt with, this paper concludes by acknowledging that while materials write — up can be
hardly perfect, practicality must be taken care of. Localization is important but it must be done without
neglecting the connection with the outside world.

Key words ; Malaysia; UNIMAS; Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language; teaching materials
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