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The Interplay between Software Usage,
Motivation and Gender Differences

——A survey based on a Putonghua classroom in Hong Kong

YAN Xiu & WANG Honghua

(Department of Chinese, Translation and Linguistics, City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong China)

Abstract ; This study investigated the interplay between motivation, gender and an online Chinese learn-
ing tool. It was found that there were significant positive correlations between the usage of software, Pu-
tonghua learning motivation and Putonghua course grades. Two factors underlying Putonghua learning mo-
tivation were identified, namely, “liking of Putonghua learning” and “effort in learning Putonghua”.
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And the factor “liking of Putonghua learning” was found to be the significant predictor of the softwa



