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A Narrative Research on the Characteristics
of Autonomous Learners of Chinese as a Foreign Language

WANG Danping
Technological and Higher Education Institute of Hong KongHong Kong 999077 Chinall

Abstract[Drawing on theories of learning autonomyUthe study investigated ten adult learners of Chinese
in Hong Kong in order to describe the characteristics of autonomous learners and develop a profile for suc-
cessful learners of Chinese as a foreign language. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews[]
analysed and presented in this paper. Eight characteristics were identified from narrative data. Findings
show that autonomous learners demonstrated strong control abilities over learning objects[] learning tar-
getsUlearning strategiesU] metalanguages[] reflections[] learning contentU learning materials and learning
environment. The paper ends with suggestions to promote research on learning autonomy and also to offer
suggestions to teachers who hope to foster learning autonomy with their students.
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