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The Significance of The Guide to Kuan Hua
in the History of Chinese Language Education in Japan

XU Li
(College of Humanities and Law Shandong University of Science and Technology , Qingdao 266590 China)

Abstract : The Guide to Kuan Hua was the first textbook of Peking spoken Mandarin written independently
by Japanese following the Meiji Restoration. The book was reprinted over forty times during the era, and
later adapted to its corresponding English and French editions. It was also a must read book of its kind in

early modern China, exerting enduring impact on the worldwide history of Chinese language education.
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