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The regional differences in Chinese acquisition level of
overseas students with Chinese origin

a study based on statistical analysis of HSK scores

SHENG Jiyan
(Beijing Chinese Language and Culture College,Beijing 102206 China)

Abstract; When discussing the Chinese acquisition, students with Chinese origin not only have distin-
guished characteristics as a particular student body, but also demonstrate individual differences within
this student group. Among these discrepancies, differences between regions are noticeable and valuable
topics to focus on. This article collects 502 sets of score reports of older version of HSK tests from four
different regions: the western world ( Europe, USA) , Indonesia, Thailand, and Japan and then moves to
statistically analyzed this data and tries to approach this subject from three angles respectively. The first
method of analysis is completed by examining average scores within each region to gather the central tend-
ency of Chinese acquisition level. For the second method, the study also takes a close look at the statisti-
cal dispersion of the acquisition ability of each individual standardized score, such as listening, reading,
grammar and integrative ability. Next the article examines the difference in the acquisition ability of each
score as previously mentioned. Finally, based on the three analytical results above, this article summari-
zes the specific acquisition level discrepancies among the different regions listed above.

Key words ; overseas students of Chinese origin; Chinese acquisition level ; the regional difference; HSK
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